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Who are we? ... part 2
We are the 11 people above. 
Apparently we are not volunteers, 
instead we are elected representa-
tives without renumeration!

More on what the council 
does ...
There are 735 community and 
town councils in Wales and 8000 
community and town councillors.
Hay Town Council represents 
1,598 people according to the 
2011 census, it’s probably more 
now.

What are sub-committees?
The council also has 6 sub-com-
mittees which look after special-
ised areas of responsibilities.

The sub-committees are:
Council premises – responsible for 
the operation and maintenance of 
all council buildings.

Communications – look after and 
constantly develop ways of updat-
ing residents about things going 
on in the Town Council.
Recycling – recommends to full 
Council on applications received 
requesting grants from the towns 
recycling fund.
Town Events – look after any up-
coming town events, the most 
regular being the senior citizens 
Christmas party.
Finance – is responsible for plan-
ning the annual fi nancial audit 
and undertaking regular reviews 
of the councils fi nancial situation.
Fishing & Estates – as the name 
implies they look after the well-
being of the river, its banks and 
related environments.

These sub-committees are a vital
and essential part of what the 
council does. They meet regularly 
and pass on recommendations to 
full Council meetings.
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A New Kid on the Block
We are pleased to welcome Nick 
Burdekin as Hay Town Councils 
new administrative assistant.

Nicks responsibilities include: 
processing all mail, dealing with 
issues raised by the public, ar-
ranging meetings, setting agendas, 
taking minutes and assisting Nigel 
Lewis, the Town Clerk.

Nick left his home town of Wigan 
and has always worked in the 
public sector. He feels extremely 
lucky to be working for Hay Town 
Council. 

Nick has an active interest in the 
Fishing and Estates sub-committee 
as his previous work in Wigan in-
volved improving the quality of the 
local environment. Nick’s interests 
include: fishing, reading, history, 
politics, playing and watching 
sport. He is a huge Wigan Athletic 
supporter and has recently started 
volunteering with the Hay Wood-
land Group.

Meet the Council Event
Our recent Meet the Council 
events at the Butter market have 
raised any number of topics from 
the public. Two of the most regu-
larly raised were charging for the 
public toilets and pavement ac-
cessibility. All questions are taken 
seriously and here is some follow 
up.

Why do I have to pay?
In 2015 Powys County Council 
threatened to close the two sets of 
Public Conveniences in our town. 
In order to avoid this closure Hay 
Town Council took responsibility 
for running the toilets.
Although we very much wish to 
provide these conveniences free 
of charge, we are unable to do so 
because of the costs involved.
The annual running cost of the 
toilets is more than £20,000. This 
is over half of the councils annual 
income from the local authority. 
As a consequence we unfortu-
nately do have to impose a small 
charge for their use.



Town Pavement Accessibility
Councillor Josie Pearson togeth-
er with County Cllr Gareth Rat-
cliffe and Clare Fry, the Chair of 
the Chamber of Commerce, have 
been working to put together a 
positive campaign to make Hay 
Town centre more accessible for 
towns people and visitors.

The three organisations would 
also like to take this opportunity 
to ask all town centre businesses 
and organisations to be mindful 
of use of the pavements and walk-
ways for advertising boards, items 
for sale and other items that could 
obstruct accessibility. 

We are enthusiastic that all our 
beautiful, independent shops re-
tain their traditional style and 
keep the town looking fresh and 
vibrant. However it is important 
to ensure that there is still room 
for wheelchair users, people with 
prams and disabled persons to 
easily navigate around the town.

While we are on the subject of 
accessibility ...

Josie Pearson has initiated the 
Miles Without Stiles Project.

This project aims to make the 
countryside more accessible and 
inclusive to all by installing self 
closing gates in the place of stiles 
or narrow kissing gates. As well as

upgrading the paths by widening 
and improving gradients. Her aim 
is to pilot the idea in Hay with the 
view to rolling it out more widely 
across the National Park.

Initially she intends to identify 5 
walks in and around town with the 
view to extend these once the first 
stage is completed. Funding has 
not yet been secured but she will 
be applying for a grant through the 
Sustainable Development Fund.

This is an exciting project and 
may well develop into making 
the whole town an access friendly 
place, beneficial for all.

Josie asks for any thoughts, ideas 
and help. Please contact her at 
josiepearson@hotmail.com



The town council is working 
hard to raise awareness of 
dog fouling and encourage 
more responsible behaviour

Dog poop on our pavements and 
walks is antisocial, illegal, but worst 
of all a threat to the well-being of 
our children. 

Kids who step in dog poop can 
easily end up with it on their hands 
and in their mouths, which can lead 
to severe illness.

You may have already seen the 
poster around the town encour-
aging dog owners to ‘scoop’ up 
behind their dogs.  The poster was 
designed by a pupil in Hay school 
to encourage everyone that if 
He Poops, You Scoop.

The council has also restarted the 
orange ‘paint the poo’ campaign, so 
keep a look out for posters, orange 
poo and doggy paw prints! 

Just a reminder that dog waste can 
be disposed of in a normal public 
litter bin, in a bag please! as well as 
in the red dog waste bins.


